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Lessons of serverless, no. 1: You will have
no choice but to use JavaScript

6 things I've learned in my first 6 months using serverless

The serverless world is pretty awesome once you find the right
tools — and burn the middle layer to the ground
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(Across AWS, Azure, Google & IBM)




I'm going to talk about PHP, but I encourage you to look

at other alternative languages. They may make more sense

for your situation.




This is the question I'm sure you're asking!



PHP fits remarkably well with the Serverless paradigm




Stateless
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PHP developers are used to storing state externally

That's how it's always done


Synchronous
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JS is heaver on asynchronous mechanisms that aren't needed in serverless apps

Serverless functions should be single task & single threaded

Leverage your Faas platform for scaling for concurrency

Which means that your serverless actions are synchronous



JS's inherent async-ness code doesn't help so much in serverless and is complex. (async/await help)


PHP 7

This is not the PHP you remember!
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Mature object model

Competent package manager in Composer

Type declarations for method calls

Improved error handling - language errors can be caught as Exceptions

Internal Abstract Syntax Tree

More mature development practices: design patterns, unit testing, static analysis tools, etc

Faster & more memory efficient


PHP 7: Faster!
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PHP 7: Lower memory
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APACHE

OpenWhisk

"


Open Source Apache project

Multiple corporate backers: Adobe, IBM, RedHat

Supports many languages


Hello world in PHP

1 <?php

2 function main(array $args) : array

3 {

4 $name = $args["name"] ?? "World";
9}

6 return [ "msg" => "Hello $name" |;
7}
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PHP has native support in OpenWhisk - I wrote it!

It feels like normal PHP including Composer support




Hello world in PHP

Entry point Event parameters
<?php \ '/
function main(array $args) : array

{

$name = $args["name"] ?? "World";

return [ "msg" => "Hello $name" ];

} &
Service result
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To sum up
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There's plenty of choice in
the serverless world!
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There's more providers than just AWS Lambda

I like OpenWhisk as much because it's OSS as anything else



There's more languages than JS

Pick one that suits you better: Python, PHP, Java, C#, Go, Swift, whatever!


Thank you!
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